
Governed by:
• U.S. Constitution

• Federal Voting Rights Act

• California Elections Code

• California Constitution

• Case Law

Coalinga City Council Redistricting



Federal Laws:

1. Each council district shall contain a nearly equal 
population (Less than10% Deviation is 
presumptively valid); and

2. Each council district shall be drawn in a manner that 
complies with the Federal Voting Rights Act. No 
council district shall be drawn with race as the 
predominate factor in violation of the principles 
established by the United States Supreme Court in 
Shaw v. Reno, 509 U.S. 630 (1993), and its 
progeny.



California Criteria for Cities (to the extent practicable and in the following order of 
priority):

1. Geographically contiguous (areas that meet only at the points of adjoining 
corners are not contiguous.  Areas that are separated by water and not 
connected by a bridge, tunnel, or ferry service are not contiguous).

2. Undivided neighborhoods and "communities of interest" (Socio-economic 
geographic areas that should be kept together for purposes of its effective and 
fair representation).

3. Easily identifiable boundaries.

4. Compact (do not bypass one group of people to get to a more distant group of 
people).

5. Prohibited: “Shall not favor or discriminate against a political party.”



• Neighborhoods and Communities of Interest – preserve communities 
sharing common interests

• Neighborhoods, Cities
• Example of Common Interests

• Land Use patterns (suburban, industrial, commercial)
• Cultural and Language characteristics
• Income Level
• Educational Background; Employment and Economic patterns
• Crime, schools, other common issues

• Obtain public testimony and consider census data, City neighborhood 
information, planning information, etc.












